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Welcome back to all our families.  Welcome to our new Reception children 

and families too.  Our Reception children have only been in school for two 

half days and have done incredibly well in how they have settled, learnt new 

routines and played with one another. 

Welcome to new staff at our school this year: Miss Kerr (Learning Support 

Assistant working in KS2), Mrs Olena Haliapa (Learning Support Assistant 

working across different age groups) Mr Bristow (trainee working in 1AB), Miss 

Vecrova (trainee working in 5JW), Mr Doe (5D class teacher), Miss Pavitt (3P 

class teacher) 

Support for the school: Thank you to Phil, Josie and Theo’s dad, for updating 

our mud kitchen over the holiday.  We are very grateful for the donation of 

time and resources and know the children in Reception will love playing with 

this.  We are exceptionally appreciative of parents/volunteers who can donate 

time.  If you have a particular skill or link which could benefit our children and 

school, do get in touch.  Some companies have a Corporate Social 

Responsibility policy.  If you work for a company that has this and can donate 

any time, do get in touch.  It would be great to hear from you and discuss how 

this time could be best used. 

Zebra crossing:  Unfortunately there has been a delay with the supply of the 

pedestrian guard rail so the installation team will need to come back to install 

the guard rail once it is back in stock with the suppliers. In the meantime please 

make your children aware that there is not a rail there.  As soon as we have any 

more information regarding this, we will let you know.  Please also talk to your 

children about using the zebra crossing.  We will be talking to the children in 

school about this, using the information in the Highway Code and it would be 

great for families to do this too:  

 Give traffic plenty of time to see you and to stop before you start to cross.  

 Vehicles will need more time when the road is slippery.  

 Wait until traffic has stopped from both directions and the road is clear before crossing.  

 Keep looking both ways, and listening, in case a driver or rider has not seen you and attempts to overtake a 

vehicle that has stopped. 

There are signs up for pedestrians that currently say the crossing is not in use.  We know that families are using this 

as this place can be seen as the safest place at the front of school to cross the road.  If you are using the crossing to 

cross the road, please take extra care whilst the works are waiting to be completed. 

Don't forget to apply for free school meals: All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 at state schools in England 

automatically get free school meals.  However, if you receive certain benefits, you are encouraged to apply for free 

school meals when you enrol at school, as this can help our school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ funding to 

support your child's learning.  Please use this link: https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-

information/school-meals/as this is the quickest and easiest way and will result in you getting an instant decision. 

Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019.  

Wednesday 7 

September 2022 

The week ahead: 

Make sure you have 

downloaded the School 

Gateway app 

Dates for the future: 

Fri 21 Oct- Occasional Day, no 

school 

Mon 24 Oct – Fri 31 Oct -

HALF TERM 

Mon 31 Oct-Back to school 

Cake Stall Dates: 

Y4 Fri 16 Sep 
Y3 Fri 23 Sep 
Y2 Fri 30 Sep 
Y1 Fri 7 Oct 
Rec Fri 14 Oct 
Y5 Fri 4 Nov 
Y6 Fri 11 Nov 
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School Gateway: Please make sure that you download the School Gateway app and follow the instructions to set up 

your child/children’s account.  

This is now the only way we will be sending out communication from school and all clubs, including Epic Eve and 

Early Epic will be booked through the app too. 

 

Early Epic and Epic Eve: On 19 September at 3pm we will be making the Early Epic and Epic Eve (Breakfast Club and 

Afterschool Club) booking for Nov-Dec 2022 available through the new School Gateway app. Please download the 

app from your app store and make sure it's up and running in good time as there will be no other way of booking 

these clubs. 

IMPORTANT- You must book the sessions using the 'CLUBS' section of the app. Making payment via an Epic Eve or 

Early Epic payment item does not book sessions or guarantee spaces. You must use the 'Clubs' option. 

When you open the app, select your child's name, then select 'Clubs' and then select Early Epic or Epic Eve. You then 

select 'Make a booking' and select the sessions you need.  

You will then be asked to make payment for the sessions you have selected in full at this point. If you will be paying 

for your sessions using childcare vouchers of any kind you need to let us know by 9am Monday 12 September so 

we can amend your access to allow you to book and make payment separately by voucher. If you don't tell us this 

by Monday you will not be able to book without making full payment by card. 

We have received a number of enquiries about transferring credit balances from ParentPay to School Gateway for 

Epic Eve and Early Epic and using this to fund sessions to be booked on School Gateway for next half term, Nov-Dec. 

As club sessions were booked on ParentPay for the current half term we need to keep all balances on there until the 

end of this half term to cover sessions as they are debited daily on attendance.  

We are not able to calculate and transfer excess credit to School Gateway in time for 19 Sept when bookings for 

Nov-Dec half term go live. They will be transferred at the end of this half term and will be used against bookings for 

Jan-Feb half term though. 

 

Reception plea: We are looking for a garden potting bench to use in our outside classroom. If anyone has a bench 

that they no longer require please will you let the Reception team know? Many thanks.  

 

Cake stall dates: cakes stalls will take place at the end of school on a Friday.  If it is your child's year group, we ask 

that parents bake cakes (no nuts) ready to sell at the end of the day.  Cakes can be sent into school at the beginning 

of the day and will be stored in the child's classroom or the staffroom.  We need parent volunteers to set up, at 

about 3.10pm, sell the cakes then clear away at the end.  The money raised will go to support your child's year group 

on specific items/visits.  We will let you know what this money will go towards.  Thank you in advance for 

supporting our School Association (ESA) and the children. 

 Y4 Fri 16 Sep 

 Y3 Fri 23 Sep 

 Y2 Fri 30 Sep 

 Y1 Fri 7 Oct 

 Rec Fri 14 Oct 

 Y5 Fri 4 Nov 

 Y6 Fri 11 Nov 
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Pre-loved uniform: we have lots of pre-loved school uniform in a great condition, over-flowing for aged 5-6 and 7-8 
years.  If you would like an extra jumper, summer dress, shorts, skirts, pinafores or trousers, please come and have a 
look at what we have available.  We just ask for a small donation if possible.  We would love to see this uniform put 
to good use.  Come and have a rummage and see what you can pick up – save some pennies and help to look after 
the planet! 
 
Head lice: apologies for starting the year talking about head lice but we thought it may be useful to share the NHS 
guidance on dealing with these unwelcome visitors: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

New course of highly popular Let’s Talk Teenagers sessions starts this Autumn: The second series of webinars for 
parents of teenagers is set to kick off this autumn, covering a range of new topics.  Let's Talk Teenagers is a series of 
online support sessions and an opportunity for parents and carers of teenagers to hear about the challenges young 
people are facing today and discover ways to help them navigate their way through them.  The latest sessions, 
starting on Tuesday 13 September and running weekly until 4 October, with an added session on Wednesday 5 
October, cover topics such as exploring teenage relationships, mental health and emotional wellbeing, anger and 
challenging behaviour, bullying and online challenges including preventing radicalisation.  There will be an updated 
toolkit available after the courses for everyone who signs up to this free event, which also covers topics from earlier 
sessions such as drugs and alcohol, body image, self-care and social and emotional changes.  Find out more or book 
your free place via the Eventbrite website.  Courses aimed at parents and carers, or pre-teens are being planned for 
November, so we will keep you updated about these. 
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